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AIU NOTIFIES AND PROVISIONALLY SUSPENDS DIVINE ODUDURU

9 FEBRUARY 2023, MONACO: The Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) has notified
Divine Oduduru of two potential Anti-Doping Rule Violations (ADRVs) and is seeking
a six-year ban against the Nigerian.

The sprinter has been notified of potential ADRVs for possession (Rule 2.6 of the
World Athletics Anti-Doping Rules; ADR) and/or use or attempted use of multiple
Prohibited Substances (Rule 2.2 ADR). He has been provisionally suspended
immediately.

These alleged violations stem from an AlU investigation based on information in a
criminal charge brought against US-based “naturopathic” therapist Eric Lira, on 12
January, 2022, by the United States Department of Justice under
the Rodchenkov Act [LINK]. Lira is alleged to have supplied performance-
enhancing drugs to athletes before the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games (delayed until
summer 2021 because of the Covid-19 pandemic). The complaint against Lira
provides specific information regarding persons identified as ‘Athlete 1’ and
‘Athlete 2’. In February 2022, a sole arbitrator of the AIU Disciplinary Tribunal
concluded that they were “comfortably satisfied” that ‘Athlete 1’
was Oduduru’s team-mate, Blessing Okagbare, and banned her from the sport
for ten years [LINK], which was increased to an 11-year ban in June 2022 following
further charges brought by the AIU [LINK].

Based on the information in the complaint, including text conversations imaged
from Okagbare’s mobile phone by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and
further evidence obtained from the AIU investigation, the AIU alleges
that Oduduru is ‘Athlete 2’ identified in the complaint.

As the process is ongoing, the AlU will make no further comment on the matter at
this time.

DETAILS HERE: https://bit.ly/Provisional-suspensions-in-force
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https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdny/press-release/file/1462091/download
https://www.athleticsintegrity.org/downloads/pdfs/disciplinary-process/en/220214-World-Athletics-v-Blessing-Okagbare-Decision-Final.pdf
https://www.athleticsintegrity.org/downloads/pdfs/disciplinary-process/en/AIU-21-133-OKAGBARE-2.3_2.5_Decision.pdf
https://bit.ly/Provisional-suspensions-in-force
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About the Athletics Integrity Unit

The Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) is the independent body created by the World
Athletics that manages all integrity issues - both doping and non-doping - for the
sport of athletics. The remit of the AIU includes anti-doping, the pursuit of
individuals engaged in age or competition results manipulation, investigating
fraudulent behaviour with regards to transfers of allegiance, and detecting other
misconduct including bribery and breaches of betting rules. It is the AlU’s role to
drive cheats out of our sport, and to do everything within its power to support
honest athletes around the world who dedicate their lives to reaching their
sporting goals through dedication and hard work.

Athletics Integrity Unit
media@athleticsintegrity.org

www.athleticsintegrity.org

@aiu_athletics
@aiu.athletics
@aiu_athletics
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