PRESS RELEASE

CAS UPHOLDS AIU AND WADA APPEAL AND BANS
SALWA EID NASER FOR TWO YEARS
01 JULY 2021, MONACO: The Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) acknowledges yesterday’s
decision of the Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) to uphold its appeal, together with
that lodged by the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA), against the ruling of World
Athletics’ Disciplinary Tribunal which absolved Salwa Eid Naser of Bahrain of whereabouts
failures.
In accepting that there had been a breach of the anti-doping rules, CAS imposed the
maximum period of ineligibility of two years to commence immediately and to run until
February 2023. This sanction gives credit to the athlete for the period of time served under
provisional suspension.
It means Ms Naser will not be able to participate at the Tokyo Olympic Games nor the 2022
World Athletics Championships in Eugene, USA.
The CAS Panel exercised its discretion under the World Athletics Anti-Doping Rules not to
disqualify Ms Naser’s results for the period following the violation on 12 April 2019 until
24 November 2019, which includes the gold medal she won in the 400m at the 2019 World
Athletics Championships in Doha. This decision was made on the basis that Ms. Naser was
subject to 19 doping controls during this period, none of which returned a positive analysis
for doping substances.
David Howman, Chair of the AIU Board, said: “We appreciate this decision as it clarifies
the whereabouts requirements for athletes. CAS has accepted these rules are a major part
of effective no notice out-of-competition testing, which is a fundamental pillar of the
World Anti-Doping Code. It contains a valuable message for all elite athletes that they
must take their whereabouts responsibilities seriously. We are grateful that WADA joined
the appeal to reinforce the importance of this message.”
The CAS award with reasons will be published in the coming days.
- ENDS About the Athletics Integrity Unit
The Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) is the independent body created by the World Athletics that
manages all integrity issues – both doping and non-doping – for the sport of athletics. The remit of
the AIU includes anti-doping, the pursuit of individuals engaged in age or competition results
manipulation, investigating fraudulent behaviour with regards to transfers of allegiance, and
detecting other misconduct including bribery and breaches of betting rules. It is the AIU’s role to
drive cheats out of our sport, and to do everything within its power to support honest athletes
around the world who dedicate their lives to reaching their sporting goals through dedication and
hard work.
Athletics Integrity Unit
media@athleticsintegrity.org
www.athleticsintegrity.org
@aiu_athletics
@aiu.athletics
@aiu_athletics
ATHLETICS INTEGRITY UNIT, 1ST FLOOR, 6 QUAI ANTOINE 1ER, MC 98007, MONACO

