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ATHLETICS INTEGRITY UNIT UNVEILS TRANSPARENCY MEASURES; 
RELEASES DETAILS OF 109 DISCIPLINARY CASES 

 
20 July 2018, Monaco: In the first 12 months of operation the Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) 
has investigated, instigated and implemented 120 disciplinary proceedings across the 
sport, releasing today the details of 109 of those cases.1 
 
The information released today follows the introduction of a new public disclosure policy by 
the Athletics Integrity Unit to protect the integrity and reputation of the sport of Athletics by   
prioritising transparency with regards to its operations and handling of cases.   
 
The policy, which explains when and how the Athletics Integrity Unit will publicly disclose the 
existence and progress of cases arising under its jurisdiction, can be found at: 
www.athleticsintegrity.org/downloads/pdfs/notifications-and-sanctions/en/AIU-Public-
Disclosure-Policy170718.pdf. 
 
Central to the policy is the decision to publish details of cases through five key phases of the 
disciplinary process:  
 

1. Provisional suspensions 
2. Cases pending a hearing at first instance 
3. First instance decisions 
4. Appeals from first instance decisions 
5. Appeal decisions 

Previously, the Athletics Integrity Unit only disclosed cases after their final determination 
(once all appeal rights had been exhausted). The implementation of this policy follows an 
application made by the Athletics Integrity Unit to the relevant data protection authority in 
Monaco in January 2018 which was approved in May. 
 
From today, the Athletics Integrity Unit web site, www.athleticsintegrity.org/disciplinary-
process, will be updated with the relevant details of each case so that the public can track 
the flow of cases through the relevant phases of the disciplinary process. Updates will be 
announced on the Athletics Integrity Unit Twittter account: twitter.com/AIU_Athletics.  
Hearing decisions will also be published. Cases will be removed once they are no longer 
operative (for example, when a period of ineligibility is completed).  
 
Continued -   

                                            
1 11 of the cases have been excluded because suspensions have already been served 



 

“Transparency and integrity go hand in hand. The Athletics Integrity Unit believes that the 
transparency measures unveiled today signal best practice in sport and will help instil greater 
public confidence in the integrity of Athletics and the operations of the AIU,” said AIU Chair, 
David Howman.  
 
It is important to note that, as a general rule, the Athletics Integrity Unit will not make any 
further comment on on-going cases other than the basic details that are published on the 
web site.  
 
Summary of cases 
 
Under the new policy, the Athletics Integrity Unit today reveals the details of 109 disciplinary 
proceedings, from a total of 120 disciplinary proceedings that have come under its direct 
jurisdiction since April 2017 (11 of the cases have been excluded because suspensions have 
already been served).  
 
The total number of cases relate to 103 elite level international athletes (collectively the 
winners of 85 medals at the Olympics and World Athletics Championships), 14 other athletes 
competing internationally and 4 officials. All but two of the cases relate to doping.  
 
There are currently 24 persons provisionally suspended from the sport and 27 pending first 
instance prosecutions. Since April 2017 there have been 81 concluded first instance cases, 
with 7 concluded appeals. The final and binding outcomes of many of the concluded cases 
have been previously published, but today both pending cases and the most recently 
concluded cases are also disclosed along with the written decisions of the Court of Arbitration 
for Sport and the IAAF Disciplinary Tribunal.  
 
In terms of doping, only 6 of the published cases involve “specified substances”, with 111 
cases involving serious doping substances or behaviours. A statistical overview of all 120 
cases is contained in the enclosed infographic. 
 
While the current case mix heavily favours doping cases, it is expected that more and more 
non-doping cases will arise given the transfer of jurisdiction over such cases from the IAAF 
Ethics Board and the emerging investigation activities of the Unit. 
 
“We are only at the beginning of our mission to restore the reputation of Athletics and there 
is a lot more work to be done. The current and recent case load reflects the challenge we 
face as a sport, but also the fact we are willing to take on that challenge and drive cheats out 
of Athletics,” said Head of the Athletics Integrity Unit, Brett Clothier. 
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NOTES TO EDITORS 
 

About the Athletics Integrity Unit 
The Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) is the independent body that manages all doping and non-
doping integrity- related matters for the sport of athletics. The remit of the AIU includes anti-
doping, the pursuit of individuals engaged in age or competition results manipulation, 
investigating fraudulent behavior with regards to transfers of allegiance, and detecting 
other misconduct including bribery and breaches of betting rules. It is the AIU’s role to drive 
cheats out of our sport, and to do everything within its power to support honest athletes 
around the world who dedicate their lives to reaching their sporting goals through 
dedication and hard work. 
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