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WITH STRONG FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM THE ORGANISERS OF
VALENCIA 2018, AlU SET UP ROBUST ANTI-DOPING PROGRAMME

Monaco, 22 March 2018: The Athletics Integrity Unit (AlU) on Thursday welcomed an
extra voluntary financial donation of US $50,000 from the Local Organising Committee of
the IAAF/Trinidad Alfonso World Half Marathon Championships Valencia 2018 to
strengthen the out-of-competition testing programme for the event to be held on Saturday
24 March.

This exceptional contribution from the Local Organising Committee (LOC) of Valencia 2018
has allowed the AIU, which is in charge of the fight against doping in athletics, to
implement a robust testing programme in the lead-up to the event.

In addition to the doping controls conducted as part of the usual out-of-competition testing
programme on the elite athletes in the IAAF Registered Testing Pool, the AlU was able to
conduct more than 120 no-notice out-of-competition doping controls on athletes who will
take part to the IAAF World Half Marathon Championships.

Over the past three-months, 68 urine samples, mainly for EPO detection, and over 54
blood samples, in the context of the Athlete Biological Passport, were collected in more
than 15 countries in close cooperation with National Anti-Doping Agencies.

A further 50 blood tests have been planned immediately prior to the event with the
assistance of the Spanish Anti-Doping Agency, and 20 more urine tests will be carried out
after the Races.

“The Athletics Integrity Unit is very appreciative of the organising committee of Valencia
2018 for this voluntary financial contribution that helped in putting together a robust anti-
doping programme for these championships,” said AlU Head, Brett Clothier.

“This is the first time that an LOC of a World Championships event contributes
economically, and directly, to an out-of-competition doping control programme in the lead-
up to the event. Such contributions go a long way in expressing the commitment and
solidarity of the organisers and event sponsors towards ensuring a level-playing field for
the athletes,” added Clothier.
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NOTES TO EDITORS

About the Athletics Integrity Unit

The Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) is the independent body that manages all doping and non-
doping integrity- related matters for the sport of athletics. The remit of the AlU includes anti-
doping, the pursuit of individuals engaged in age or competition results manipulation,
investigating fraudulent behavior with regards to transfers of allegiance, and detecting
other misconduct including bribery and breaches of betting rules. It is the AlU’s role to drive
cheats out of our sport, and to do everything within its power to support honest athletes
around the world who dedicate their lives to reaching their sporting goals through
dedication and hard work.
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